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This magnificent grafted Miyajima 
Japanese five-needle pine was sold 
at the 11th Asia-Pacific Bonsai and 
Suiseki Convention & Exhibition at 
Takamatsu, Kagawa, Japan, earlier 
this year. As you can see, the ask-
ing price was 100,000,000 yen 
(thatôs close to 1.3 million dollar-
Photos borrowed from Bonsai To-
night. and Stone Lantern). It sold 
for $1,282,000. 

P.S. Dear Santa: Iôve been goodé ok, Iôve been  sort 
of goodé that being said, I promise Iôll be really good 
next year if you bring me this tree, or others like it!  
 
Merry Christmas to all! 
The Editor 
 

All I Want for Christmas isé  

A $1,000,000+ Bonsai Treeé please, Santa? 

http://bonsai.shikoku-np.co.jp/en/aspac/
http://bonsai.shikoku-np.co.jp/en/aspac/
http://bonsaitonight.com/
http://bonsaitonight.com/
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IBC Calendar 2012 (tentative)  
Date Meeting Topic Detail Presenter Tree of the Year 

1/4 Pots   
Mike Thiedman and Carl 
Wooldridge Premna 

2/1 3 Artists 

Mark Fields, Paul Weishaar, and 
David higgins will style trees as 
members watch. Members will then 
summarize and explain "why/how" 

Mark Fields, Paul Wei-
shaar, David Higgins  Premna 

3/7 
Soil amendments 
and pest control 

An explanation of soils, fertilizers, 
and insect control treatments 

Paul Weishaar and Mark 
Fields  Premna 

3/16, 17, 18 

Ted Matson Work-
shops and Presenta-
tions TBD Ted Matson  Premna 

4/4 
Repotting and Wir-
ing Deciduous Trees   Mark Fields  Premna 

  IMA Exhibit and Sale      Premna 

5/2 Grafting   
Mark Fields and Paul Wei-
shaar  Premna 

6/6 BYOT Critique 

Members bring in trees from their 
collections for review and construc-
tive critique all  Premna 

7/11 Tropical Demo a lecture/demo on tropical trees Scott Yelich   

8/1 TBD      Premna 

9/5 
Members Only Auc-
tion 

Our annual auction, for members 
only, to sell-buy any and all things 
bonsai!    Premna 

  Penrod      Premna 

10/3 TBA      Premna 

11/7 

Conifer Wiring 
BYOT/Overwintering 
Bonsai 

Members may bring in a conifer to 
wire Mark Fields/Paul Weishaar  Premna 

12/5 
Christmas Party and 
Dead Tree Contest 

our annual holiday extravaganza for 
members and guests all  Premna 

     

Date Event Detail Location  

April IMA Exhibit and Sale   IMA  

June 
Garfield Park Exhibit 
and Sale   Garfield Park Conservatory  

August State Fair Exhibit and   Ball State Ag Building -  

September Penrod   IMA  

TBD Ryan Neil Workshop      
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 from the president... 

Mark Fields 

The Bonsai Creation 

I canôt believe that itôs December already; another year gone.   
We just got back from Arkansas last night.  Last Friday, since I 
was so close and I needed more trees on hand for Christmas, 
I made a short journey over to Brusselôs Bonsai Nursery in 
Mississippi.  I picked up several Golden Gate Ficus, as they 
are good sellers for Christmas gifts and I had already sold 
more than I had on hand.  I also picked up a few small Prin-
cess Earrings and Dwarf Water Jasmines.   I now have plenty 
of trees on hand for Christmas.   
 
Last month was another busy one.  A few club members came 
over to help me move my mass of trees into their winter quar-
ters.  I barely had room for everything, didnôt realize I had ac-
quired so many new trees this year.  Thanks to those who 
helped!   
 
A couple of weeks ago I went to the Bonsai Society of Greater 
Cincinnati for their meeting.  Our own Paul Weishaar was that 
presenter that evening and did an amazing job.  It was very 
well received and the crowd was the largest I have seen at a 
meeting there since I joined in early 2010.  Ted Matson, a well 
known bonsai artist from Pasadena, California, was also in 
attendance and I was introduced to him.  Afterward, I followed 
Carl Wooldridge back to his place and spent the night there.  
The next day, I was privileged to have the opportunity to 
spend the day listening to Ted critiquing and working with 
Carlôs trees.  Afterward, we worked out a deal with him to 
travel to Indy on 2 occasions in 2012 for some workshops and 
presentations.  The first session will be March 16, 17 and 18, 
and the second session will be October 12, 13 and 14.  Ted is 
a gifted teacher and Iôm sure we will learn a lot from him.  De-
tails on pricing and subject matter will be forthcoming. 
 
Last month, I also made a purchase of 15 yamadori Ponder-
osa pines which were collected in Colorado over the past cou-
ple of years by new member Brian Brandley.  They are a wide 
variety of sizes and shapes.  I have decided to offer a work-

shop on Saturday, March 10, 2012, from 9am to 3pm, using 
these trees.  If you are interested, please contact me to make 
an appointment to come by my nursery to select and purchase 
a tree and sign up for the workshop.  The workshop price will 
be $75.00.  Itôs a rare opportunity to style and own a really 
nice old tree for your collection.     
 
I also received some bad news just before Thanksgiving.  I 
have been having severe lower back pain, mainly in the morn-
ing, since last April when I moved my trees out of winter stor-
age.  I went to my family doctor about is a few times and he 
prescribed 3 different anti-inflammatory drugs thinking it was 
just muscle spasms.  None of thems did anything for the dis-
comfort I was experiencing.  Having had back problems be-
fore, had spinal fusion surgery in December of 1996, I felt that 
is was probably more serious than spasms.  After moving a 
couple of refrigerators for an elderly neighbor a couple of 
weeks ago, the pain got worse.  I decided to go to a spine 
specialist where they ordered an X-ray.  The X-ray showed 
that the fusion had fractured and my spine had shifted forward 
about a half an inch between the L5 and S1 vertebrae.  The 
Monday before Thanksgiving, I had an MRI and CAT scan 
done.  On December 1st, I will learn what procedure the sur-
geon will need to do in order to stabilize my spine.  Mean-
while, I am not supposed to lift anything.  I hope to have the 
surgery yet this year so that I can recover over the winter and 
be ready for spring. 
 
As you all already know, we are having our annual Christmas 
Party at the 8Lucky Buffet located at the corner of Thompson 
Rd and US 31, just south of the US31/East Street Exit off I-
465 on the southside of Indy.  If you havenôt already, please 
contact Bob Hoy to let him know you are going to be able to 
attend.  We need to get an accurate head count.  The price is 
$14.00 per person which includes a tip.  Adult beverages are 
available for purchase at an additional cost as well.  I hope to 
see you there. 
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The Bonsai Creation 

A snapshot of 2011  
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The Bonsai Creation   


