
Going Once, Twice, Sold!! 

Hey everybody!  The Annual Live and 
Silent Auctions  will be held at the 
September 2nd IBC meeting. See rules 
below.  Start rummaging through your 
garden and bonsai related stuff at home 
and recycle it by bringing it to the 
auction.    Got a tree you are no longer 
interested in?  Bring it with a minimum bid 
for the silent auction.  If you are only 
willing to accept a certain price, the silent 
auction will be your best option.  If you are 
just wanting to recycle stuff, put a very low 
starting price and weôll auction it live.  
Great way to recycle that stack of pots 
that keeps falling over which you know 
youôll never use.  Have you upgraded 
some tools, bring your old ones and a new 
member will be thrilled to buy it.  Just got 
way too much of everything?  Nowôs the 
time to recycle it.  Got a question?  Call 
Donna at 271-7355. 
  
Here are the rules.  Hope to see you at 
the auction! 
  
RULES - September 2, 2009 IBC 
Memberôs Only Live Auction & Silent 
Auction 
  

¶  Your 2009 dues must be paid to sell 
or buy. 

¶ IBC gets 10% of the proceeds. 

¶ All items must be paid for on 
September 2, 2009 by cash or check. 

¶ Items for the live auction or silent 
auction must be bonsai or garden 
related. 

¶ All meeting attendees will register for 
the auction whether you plan to bid or 
not. 

¶ If you are bringing items to be 
auctioned, you must arrive prior to 
7:00 p.m. 

¶ So the treasurer can do his job 
properly, live auction items will be sold 
first.    

¶ The silent auction will occur 
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September 2009 throughout the evening with a cut-off 
time of 8:30 p.m.    

  

¶ Items for the live auctions must have a 
tag affixed indicating sellerôs name, an 
item number created by the seller, and 
a minimum bid amount.  

  

¶ Each seller must give the treasurer a list 
of item(s) to be auctioned with their 
assigned number(s) before the auction 
begins.  One sellerôs entire lot will be 
auctioned at a time.  Treasurer will 
record the selling price & bidderôs 
number on the sellerôs list.  IBC will mail 
each seller a check following the 
auction reflecting 90% of the sale price. 

  

¶ Silent auction sheets will be provided for 
the seller to complete at the meeting.  

  
An example for the sellerôs auction items 
sheet is below (please double space to 
allow room for writing): 
  
John Smith, 124 Main Street , Indpls ï 555-
5555 
 
  
1.  3 brown pots          
Price   Sold:                   Buyer #: 
  
2.   Turntable                           
 Price   Sold:                   Buyer #: 
  
Come on now.   Clear out some of that 
stuff and make a little money to buy 

more!!!  

Editorôs Note: Mike Turley, long-
time editor of the newsletter and 
webmaster for the IBC is on sab-
batical. Upon his return he will 
resume  his role as editor and 

webmaster. Hurry back, Mike!.  



From The Office of 
the President - 

      Mark Fields 

I hope everyone enjoyed the last meeting as much as I 
did.  Bill Valavanis did a spectacular job with his 
presentation even with the technical difficulties we 
experiences at the beginning of the meeting.  It was very 
well attended and I received a lot of positive feedback.  I 
told Bill that we want to have him back sometime next 
year for a demo and workshop.  We will discuss the 
details at at the 2010 planning meeting. 

The first annual Indiana State Fair bonsai exhibit was a 
huge success.  Due to not having much vacation 
remaining and commitments at home, my twins and the 
fact that I put my house on the market the week 
previously, I was unable to spend the amount of time 
that I wanted there.  Next year I will plan better and will 
be able to spend more time there.  Thanks to everyone 
for picking up the slack and manning out space, 
especially Paul who was there through the entire run.  
He also hosted Bill at his home for the 2 nights he was in 
town. 

Bill did the judging after we got everything set up the 
Thursday before the fair began.  He even did a critique of 
each tree.  Thanks to Donna for being the scribe during 
his exercise.  I hope that everyone takes the comments 
he offered as constructive and not critical.  I do wish he 
would have waited until we got everything done before 
he started such as cleaning up our pots and grooming 
the trees one last time.  I was lucky enough to have 
placed 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th out of the 5 trees I entered in 
the open deciduous category of the competition.  Paul 
ǘƻƻƪ ƘƻƳŜ Ψ.Ŝǎǘ ƻŦ {Ƙƻǿ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ōƭŀŎƪ ǇƛƴŜΦ  !ƭǎƻΣ L ŦŜŜƭ 
extremely honored because Bill also approved 2 of my 
trees for the 2nd U. S. National Bonsai Exhibition coming 
up on June 12 and 13, 2010 in Rochester, New York.  I 
will have to make a few suggested improvements to 
them and I will plan on attending that event. 

As I mentioned earlier, my house in Homecroft is for 
sale.  If someone from the club might be interested in it, 
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I would consider leaving the green house and shade/
winter hut for them.  Let me know. 

A few of us traveled up to the Mid-America Bonsai Exhibit 
and Sale held the 14th through the 16th of August at the 
/ƘƛŎŀƎƻ .ƻǘŀƴƛŎŀƭ DŀǊŘŜƴǎΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ōŜŜƴ ȅƻǳ 
ǎƘƻǳƭŘ Ǉƭŀƴ ƻƴ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀƴ ŀǿŜǎƻƳŜ ǎƘƻǿ ŀƴŘ 
there are quite a few vendors where you can pick up some 
items you may need.  I brought back 5 nice collected 
Ponderosa Pines from Andy Smith which range in age from 
50 to 100 years old.  They are excellent trees for the Craig 
Coussins workshop.  I will have a sign-up sheet for that 
event at the next meeting. 

{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ōǳǎȅ ƳƻƴǘƘΧ 

First of all there is our 2nd annual club auction.  You can 
read about the details and rules in this newsletter.  Carl 
already told me he is bringing a van load of things to 
auction off including some very fine trees.  Remember that 
the club will keep 10% of the sales.  Bring plenty of cash 
and be prepared to bid on lots of items. 

We are also getting geared up for the annual Penrod Art 
Fair which is coming up on Saturday, September 12, 2009.  
Paul said that we did get the same booth space as we have 
had for the past several years and will have the usual 10 
tables.  I will have a sign-up sheet for that event at the 
next meeting.  Remember that the club gets 20% of the 

If you have a request for articles, comments or 

photos, please send them through the 

Feedback page at www.indybonsai.org or send 

an 

e-mail to the IBC Newsletter Editor at: 

webmaster@indybonsai.org 

http://www.indybonsai.org/
mailto:webmaster@indybonsai.org?subject=IBC%20Bonsai%20Connection%20Newsletter


Indianapolis Bonsai Club  

2009 Calendar of Events  -  

 
January 7  ï Review 2009 Calendar of Events, Preview Bonsai 
DVD  

Presenter:  Mark Fields 

February 4  ï Slab Making Workshop  

Presenter:  Carl Wooldridge 
Earl Ekman, a slab making expert from the Louisville Bonsai 
Society will be coming up to conduct a demonstration of his 
techniques for making slabs for group-plantings and forests 

March 4  ï Black Pine Lecture and Demo  

Presenter:  Paul Weishaar 
The care and styling of Black Pine bonsai will be discussed 

April 1  ï Five-tree Trident Maple Grove Workshop  

Presenter:  Mark Fields 
Mark will lead a workshop on the creation of a small grove using 
5 Trident Maple.  Cost to be announced. 

April 5  ï Erik Wigert Neea Buxifolia Workshop  

Erik Wigert, owner of Wigertôs Bonsai Nursey in N. Ft. Myers, FL 
will be here to conduct a tropical tree workshop using Neea 
Buxifolia from his nursery 

May 6 ï  Root -Over -Rock Trident Maple Demo  

Presenter:  Ron Fraley 
Ron will demonstrate how to do a root-over-rock bonsai 

May 16 & 17  - Indianapolis Museum of Art Exhibit 

June 3  ï Grafting and Air -Layering  

Presenter:  Mark Fields 
Mark will conduct a demonstration of various forms of grafting 
and air-layering that can be used to develop branches or roots in 
bonsai 

July 1  ï Azalea Styling and Care  

Presenters:  Carl Wooldridge and Mark Fields 

July 18  ï Backyard Tour and Club Picnic  

August 5  ï Raft -Style Bonsai Demo  

Presenters:  Paul Weishaar and Mark Fields 
Mark and Paul will demonstrate how to create a raft-style bonsai 

August 7 - 9 ï Indiana State Fair Bonsai Exhibit and Sale   

September 2  ï Annual Club Auction  

Auctioneer:  Mark Fields 

September 12  -- Penrod Art Fair Bonsai Sale, Indianapolis 

Museum of Art  

September 20 ï Craig Coussins Workshop  

Craig Coussins - internationally known bonsai artist from the UK 
will be here to conduct a ñBring Your Own Treeò style workshop 

September 26/27 : White River Garden Show & Sale  

October 7  ï Winterizing Your Bonsai  

Presenter:  Paul Weishaar 

November 4  ï Conifer Wiring Demo  

Presenter:  Mark Fields 

December 2  ï Holiday Party, Raffle, and Dead Tree Contest  

Location to be determined 
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sales so price your things accordingly.  This is one of our 
ŎƭǳōΩǎ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎŜǊǎΦ 

Paul received confirmation on the Craig Coussins 
workshop.  He will be here Sunday, September 20th.  The 
last apprentice program students will get first rights to 
sign up for the workshop.  We will meet immediately 
prior to the September meeting to discuss the details 
concerning time and place.  I do have a conflict that day 
from 12 ς 2 PM as I have to conduct a workshop myself 
at CitEScapes.  Again we will pass along the details at the 
ƴŜȄǘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΦ  Lǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ΨōǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ǘǊŜŜΩ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ 
so try to bring something challenging.  I do have trees 
available if you need one. 

 The White River Gardens Show and Sale will be 
Saturday, September 26th and Sunday, September 27th.  
Bring any trees or accessories you want to sell.  Again, 
remember that the club gets 20% of the sales so price 
your things accordingly.   They need a total of 30 trees 
for display inside the greenhouse.  They will remain there 
until Sunday, November 1st.   I will have a sign-up sheet 
for that event at the next meeting. 

The last thing I wanted to let you all know is that I have 
worked out the details with Danny Use concerning the 
Bonsai School he wants to try to do next March.  I have 
updated the information and posted it on my web site.  
Again, to keep it the most affordable, I would like to get 
36 students enrolled.  Please look at my website at 
www.bonsaibyfields.com  for all of the details. 

Date Tree of the Month/Presenter 

January 7, 2009 Hinoki Cypress - Carl Wooldridge 

February 4, 2009 Japanese White Pine - Rob Pugh 

March 4, 2009 Black Pine - Paul Weishaar 

April 1, 2009 Trident Maple - Mark Fields 

May 6, 2009 Black Olive - Ron Fraley 

June 3, 2009 Ginkgo - Roger Chestnut 

July 1, 2009 Bougainvillea - Mark Burg 

August 5, 2009 Ficus Burtt-Davyii - Scott Yelich 

September 2, 2009 N/A 

October 7, 2009 Boxwood - JohnStrassburg 

November 4, 2009 Juniper - Bob Hoy/Rich Stepien 

December 2, 2009 N/A 
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State Fair Exhibit Blue RibbonWinners 

¶ Top Left: Black 
Pine. Paul Wei-
shaar-Best in Show; 
1st placeðConifers 

¶ Top right: Burtt 
Davyi Ficus-Scott  
YelichðBlue, Tropi-
cals 

¶ Middle Left: Ginko 
ChiChiðMark 
FieldsðBlue, De-
ciduous 

¶ Middle right: Crepe 
MyrtleðSanford 
Pedersonï Blue, 
Novice 

¶ Bottom: Arborvitae, 
Paul Weishaarð
Blue, Indigenous 


