
Bonsai at the State Fair Paul Weishaar  
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July 2010 
The Indiana State Fair will span 3 weeks this 
year and they have requested the Indianapolis 
Bonsai Club to again assist in the administra-
tion of the Bonsai Exhibit and Competition. The 
IBC has agreed and hopefully there will be par-
ticipation by bonsai enthusiasts from throughout 
the state. In 2009 there were 37 entries from 6 
Indiana cities including Indianapolis, Franklin, 
Greenwood, Bloomington, Richmond and South 
Bend. The exhibit ran from the Friday the fair 
opened through the next Tuesday, 5 days (1 

extended weekend) 

There is no question the bonsai were the hit of 
the 2009 fair so for 2010 the Indiana State Fair 
has requested the bonsai be on display from 
the Friday the fair opens, Aug 6, through Tues-
day Aug 17, 12 days (2 extended weekends).   
Obviously no one wants to exhibit their bonsai 
in an interior environment for 10 days so the 
format has been revised for 2010. There will be 

two sessions as follows: 

ÂSession 1 Evergreen and Deciduous Bon-
sai (On display August 6 ð 10) 

ÂSession 2 Tropical and Indigenous Bonsai 
(On display August 13- 17) 

The schedule is: 

Wednesday afternoon Aug 4 and Thursday 
Aug 5 through 5PM: deliver Evergreen and 

Deciduous Bonsai. 

Thursday Aug 5, after 5 PM: Evergreen and 
Deciduous bonsai will be judged. Judging will 

be private. 

 Friday Aug 6 through Tuesday Aug 10: Ev-

ergreen and Deciduous Bonsai on display 

Wednesday Aug 11 and Thursday Aug 12 
through 5 PM: remove Evergreen and Decidu-
ous Bonsai and deliver Tropical and Indigenous 

Bonsai 

Thursday Aug 12, after 5PM,:Tropical and 
Indigenous bonsai will be judged. Judging will 

be private. 

Friday Aug 13 through Tuesday Aug 17: 

Tropical and Indigenous Bonsai on display 

Wednesday Aug 18: remove bonsai. 

The event will be held in the Agricultural / Horti-
cultural Building at the Indiana State Fair-
grounds. When the bonsai are delivered they 
will be registered, labels made and the bonsai 

can then be set up. There is no entry fee. 

The Evergreen and Deciduous competition 
bonsai will be judged by one of Americaôs pre-
eminent bonsai artists, Warren Hill. The judge 
for the Tropical and Indigenous bonsai will be 
identified at a later date. Indiana State Fair rib-

bons will be awarded. 

We have committed to having a minimum of 
one volunteer present when the fair is open to 
the public (8 am ï 10pm). Obviously volunteers 
are needed. The building will be locked when 
closed and the Indiana State Fair will have 
someone present in the building all night for 

security. 

Entry form is attached to this memo and we 

would like them submitted by August 1, 2010. 

Last year we had 4 bonsai vendors participate 

and all 4 have committed to 2010. 

What is needed now is some idea of how many 
bonsai will be at the fair. Numbers are all that is 
needed now. We are also requesting volunteer 
names. A schedule will be prepared later. 
Please respond to Paul Weishaar at pwei-

shaar3@comcast.net  or call 1 317 846 2640 

(continued on page 4)         

Inside: State Fair 2010 (Page 1 & 4)Presidentõs Message (pages 2 & 3); State Fair 2010 Entry 
Form (page 5); Calendar and MABA (page 6); Sponsors (page 7) 

The Indianapolis Bonsai Club is preparing a Members Directory for distribution to 
paid club members. If you DO NOT want your information published in the direc-
tory, contact Robert L. Hoy @ 317.627.6084 or r.hoy@sbcglobal.net. 

mailto:pweishaar3@comcast.net
mailto:pweishaar3@comcast.net


From The Office of 
the President - 

      Mark Fields 

The Bonsai Creation 

Rain, rain, go away!  Weôve had more than enough rain lately.   

Paul Weishaar, Greg Madson and I returned from the US Na-
tional Bonsai Exhibition last week.  It was a great exhibition.  
The tree that won the best deciduous, the category I was hop-
ing for, was won by a local Rochester artist.  It was still an 
awesome experience.  I will plan on going back in 2 years.   

On the Friday before, I had put my 2009 Honda minivan in the 
Indy Honda shop for the second time for a leaky transmission.  
I told them that I had to have it back so that I could make the 
trip to Rochester, NY the following Thursday.  Wednesday 
came around and they told me that it wouldnôt be done until 
late Thursday afternoon.  They actually asked me if I could 
delay my trip for a day!  I asked them to get me a loaner or a 
rental and they refused.  I decided to take a trip over there to 
ensure that I would have something to drive the next morning.  
I had a rather loud, heated discussion with the service man-
ager, then a sales associate I knew.  The service manager said 
that I would have to pay for a rental.  I told them I would not 
leave until I had been guaranteed a van the next morning and 
that they would pay for it since it was not my fault.   After about 
an hour there, they decide to rent me one from Thrifty.  I picked 
it up at 7:30 AM on Thursday and we were off.  

On our way there I got a nice surprise, a speeding ticket from a 
state police officer at the start of a work zone on I-70 in 
Greenfield, IN.  I had just seen the sign to slow down to 45 
mph and was in the process of slowing down when he pull out 
and pulled me over.  What an a*#!  

When we arrived at the Monroe County Hospital, the venue for 
the exhibition, on Friday morning, we took our trees is and vol-
unteered to finish setting up the room for the exhibition.  Greg 
was the official preener for the moss on our trees.  He used 
tweezers to remove sand and other debris from the moss.  Bill 
Valavanis asked him to remove the dead leaves from an iris 
accent plant as well.  He received many kudos for his work.  
We all were asked to move trees to their respective spots as 
well.  We even helped the west coast group unload their 30 

trees from a refrigerated box truck.  No idle time.   It was a lot 
of fun.  

After we finished that up we volunteered to help Roger, owner 
of Meco Bonsai, unload his merchandise and set up his booth.  
It was nice because we got to take a look at the trees which 
were going to be sold that weekend before they officially 
opened the next morning.   

Over the weekend we got to hook up with some old friends 
such as Marco Invernizzi and many of the vendors whom I had 
met in the past.   We also spoke to fellow artists about their 
trees.  We took a trip out to Hollow Creek Bonsai Nursery and 
the International Bonsai Arboretum.  We completely filled up 
the van.  Luckily we grabbed Paulôs luggage rack bag for the 
top of the van before we left just in case that happened.  It was 
a great weekend!  Iôll add some photoôs from our trip below. 

I have been trimming, pinching and repotting tropicals since I 
got back.  My fertilizer cakes are in place and my bi-weekly 
fertilizing regimen has begun.  The only thing I am worried 
about itôs the amount of rain we have been getting.  The only 
thing that helps is the soil choices I have made.  The akadama 
has really made a difference to the survival of my trees. 

Iôm looking forward to the backyard bonsai open house and 
cook out on Saturday, July 17th.  Craig Coussins will be con-
ducting a demo on a Hinoki cypress.   Remember that he will 
be conducting a BYOT workshop of Sunday the 18th as well.  
The price will be $50.00.  I have plenty of workshop worthy 
trees available at my nursery.   

You should also be preparing your trees for the exhibition at 
the Indiana State Fair in August.  

Julyôs meeting will be on Wednesday, July 7.  The subject will 
be tropical bonsai care and repotting.  The tree of the month 
will be Crown of Thorns by Rob Pugh. 

See you there! 
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 The U.S. 

National 

Bonsai  

Exhibition 

June 2010  
(Photos by Mark 
Fields) 
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ENTRIES 

 Bonsai at the Indiana State Fair will be divided into 3 classes 

EXHIBIT  

These bonsai are for exhibit only and will not be judged.  Past Indiana State Fair Blue Ribbon winners are also included in this class as they are 

no longer eligible for Indiana State Fair awards. 

NOVICE Practitioners with 3 years or less Bonsai experience.  There are no divisions in this class and all bonsai entries will be judged against 

each other. 

OPEN This class is open to any practitioner. Those with less than 3 years experience (Novice) may enter the Open class but are judged under 

the more experienced practitioner standards. There are 4 divisions in the Open class in which to enter a Bonsai: 

Deciduous bonsai  (Session 1) 

Coniferous bonsai  (Session 1) 

Tropical bonsai  (Session 2) 

 Indigenous (species native to Indiana) bonsai  (Session 2) 

Each entrant may enter a maximum of 5 trees total in each session. 

Entrant must be a resident of the State of Indiana. 

AWARDS 

BEST OF SHOW = Only Blue Ribbon (1st place) winners are considered for this award. One Best of Show for each  session 

RIBBON WINNERS = 1st, 2nd and 3rd place ribbons in the novice class and each division of the Open Class. 

 AWARDS OF MERIT = Will be given at the judgesô discretion. 

JUDGING 

Judging is not viewed as competitive, but rather each tree is judged individually for the benefit of evaluating its progress toward achieving a natu-

ralness and aesthetic value. Trees will be judged on the following elements: 

DESIGN = Roots - distribution, exposure, buttress, visual stability ; Trunk ï buttress, taper, bark texture & color, trunk line; Branches ï distribu-
tion, arrangement, degree of ramification; Container selection ï harmony, proportion, balance between the tree and container, color;                                     
Container surface treatment ­­­­ï Soil, moss, stones, etc.; Carving ï naturalness, harmony, conformity; Accessories ï accent plants, stones, etc.; 
TECHNIQUE =  Wiiring ï application, scarring; Appropriate leaf and needle reduction; Pruning ï branch ramification, stubs, scarring; Show 
preparation ï pot cleanliness, trunk condition, leaf preparation, soil surface, etc.; ARTISTIC INTANGIBLES = Overall impression by the judge; 

HORTICULTURE = Health (color, vigor); Signs of insect or disease damage; Surface treatment (presence of weeds, slime mold, etc.) 

State Fair 2010 (continued from page 1)  

What is needed now is some idea of how many bonsai 
will be at the fair. Numbers are all that is needed now. 
We are also requesting volunteer names. Volunteer 
sheets will be available at the July 7th meeting. Please 
respond to Paul Weishaar at pweishaar3@comcast.net   
or call 1.317.846.2640  

mailto:pweishaar3@comcast.net
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2010  INDIANA  STATE  FAIR  BONSAI  ENTRY  FORM  

Exhibitor Name_________________________________ 

Address_______________________________________ 

             _______________________________________ 

Telephone_____________________________________ 

Email_________________________________________ 

 

Do you want your name on display card? _____yes   _____no 

Session 1 ï Evergreen and Deciduous Bonsai  

 

___ Exhibit Only                                       Bonsai Information 

___ Novice Class                                           Common Name_______________________ 

___ Open Class                                              Botanical Name_______________________ 

       ___ Deciduous                                        Style________________________________ 

       ___ Evergreen                                         Age of Bonsai________________________ 

                                                                       Comments___________________________ 

                                                                                        ____________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Session 2 ï Tropical and Indigenous Bonsai  

ÆExhibit only                                          ÂBonsai Information 

ÆNovice Class                                             Common Name:_______________________ 

ÆOpen Class                                                Botanical Name:______________________ 

ÆTropical                                                ÂStyle_________________________________ 

ÆIndigenous                                           ÂAge of Bonsai __________________________ 

                                                                ÂComments : ________________________________________ 

                                                                                       ________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please submit 1 Entry Form for each bonsai  

Send Entry Forms to:  Paul Weishaar    or email: pweishaar3@comcast.net 

                                    9211 North Central 

   Indianapolis, IN, 46240 

State Fair Entry Form 2010  
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Date Topic Presenter 

Wednesday, Jan 6th 2010 Club Agenda Mark Fields 

Wednesday, Feb 3rd Shimpaku Juniper Carl Wooldridge 

      

Wednesday, March 3rd Soils and Fertilizers Paul Weishaar 

Tuesday, March 19th Special Bonsai presentation Bjorn Bjorholm 

      

Wednesday, April 7th Phoenix Grafting Mark Fields 

      

Sat-Sun, April 24-25 Bonsai Exhibit at the  Indianapolis Museum of Art 
http://www.imamuseum.org/calendar/bonsai  

Wednesday, May 5th Root over rock with trident maple Demo Follow-up & 
Grafting and air layering 

Ron Fraley - Root over Rock ; Mark 
Fields - Grafting 

Sunday, May 9th Bougainvillea Workshop Erik Wigert 

Wednesday, June 2nd Members to show their best tree 

Sat-Sun, June 5-6 Garfield Park Exhibit & Sale   

Wednesday, July 7th Tropical care and repotting Scott Yelich 

Saturday, July 17th Backyard Tour & Picnic Mark Fields 

Sunday, July 18th Craig Coussins Workshop POC Mark Fields 

Wednesday, Aug 4th Monthly Meeting    

Aug 6 - 16 Indiana State Fair Exhibit and Sale   

Wednesday, Sept 1st Club Auction, Members Only! 

Saturday, September  11 Penrod Art Fair Sale  

Sat ð Sun, Sept 25-26 White River Gardens Exhibit & Sale 

Wednesday, Oct 1st Winterizing your bonsai Mark Fields/Paul Weishaar 

Wednesday, Nov 3rd Wiring conifer bonsai demo/ Annual Elections  

Wednesday, Dec 1st Christmas Banquet at Oriental Buffet 

Mark Your Calendars:  

ÂJuly 17: Backyard Tour & Picnic  

ÂJuly 18: Craig Coussins Workshop  

ÂAugust 6 -17: State Fair Exhibit/Sale  

http://www.imamuseum.org/calendar/bonsai
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Fritz Nerding  

Conservatory Manager 

Phone: (317) 327-7184 or 327-7337 
Fax:     (317) 327-7268 

Email:  fnerding@indygov.org 

2505 Conservatory Drive 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46203 

www.Indygov.org 

 

Mark Fields          317-439-0678 
www.bonsaibyfields.com  

By Appointment Only  

Bonsai by 
Fields, L.L.C.  

Bonsai, Pre-bonsai, Seedlings, Pottery, Soil, Fertilizer,  

Tools, Misc. Supplies, Lectures, Workshops 

Grand Rapids, Michigan  

MABA 2010  

 

IBC Corporate Sponsors 

2010 

 
 
 

 
WHITE RIVER NURSERY and BONSAI 

   1753 SKYLINE DRIVE 
   GREENWOOD, IN 46143-8927  

317 -345 -8106  
 

Richard Stepien 


