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There is really not a lot to write about relative to 
bonsai tasks in June. This is one of the few 
months when you can sit back with a nice cool 
bloody mary and actually enjoy your trees. Be-
fore getting too relaxed I do hope you are aware 
we have two IBC shows coming up this summer, 
Garfield Park in June and the Indiana State Fair 
in August, so if any of you are considering ex-
hibiting your bonsai in either of these events you 
should begin the process of fine-tuning your 

trees now. 

Other than the normal watering, feeding, pruning 
and pinching only a few tasks come to mind for 

June and none are that arduous:  

Remove wire on nearly everything. I leave wire 
on only the old, slow growing conifers in June. It 
isnôt worth the risk. You can rewire late in the 
summer but it will take years to get rid of wire 
scars. I know this is contrary to what Danny Use 
recommends. Danny says to scar the branches 
and you will never have to rewire that branch 
again but I simply do not want to wait 10 years 

for the scars to disappear. 

Donôt allow excessive moss growth, especially 
on the trunks. Moss on your tree decomposes 
the bark. If necessary clean exposed roots and 
trunk using a toothbrush (not your own) with a 
50/50% mix of vinegar and water. This will kill 
the moss but I not sure what it will do to the 

teeth of whomeverôs toothbrush you use. 

June is when the candles on pines need to be 
pinched. You should also pinch back the new 

growth on yews, larch and spruce. 

Middle to late June is when I defoliate maples. 
Only do this on healthy trees. Cut the leaves at 
the base of the leaf, leaving the stem attached. 

Donôt overwater after defoliating. 

True tropical trees such as ficus, brazilian rain-
tree and eugenia can be repotted when the mini-
mum nighttime temperatures are in the 60s. I 
always adhere to past IBC member and bonsai 
grower Mike Devoreôs rule to repot your black 
olive on July 4th. Warm nighttime temps are criti-

cal to black olives after repotting. 

To fulfill my duty of providing useful info at criti-
cal times and to bulk up this article, I am going 
to discuss a bonsai myth that is just thatéa 
myth.  Who knowsé.I just might debunk a differ-

ent myth each month. 

Recently I was glancing through one of my bon-
sai books (I will not name the book) and I came 
across a recommendation on how to control root 
rot. With all the rain we have had the past few 
weeks I stopped to read this. Basically the arti-
cle dealt primarily with providing soil with good 
drainage but then a recommendation was made 
to treat your trees with MANEB. MANEB is a 
sulfur-based fungicide and it was recommended 
you treat your bonsai even if you donôt see root 
rot as a preventative measure. I was about to 
close the book and rush out to purchase some 
MANEB when I read the last sentence, ñDo not 
use it on conifers as it may kill the beneficial 
organisms, commonly known as Mycorrhyzaeò.  
WHAT!  Obviously this writer had not done any 
research on Mycorrhyzae because there is no 
such item. There IS a fungus called Mycorrhiza. 
However, the misspelling is not the real issue. 
This writer had just repeated a common myth 
which is totally wrong. Conifers are not the only 

plants that need Mycorrhiza. 

 A USDA study states ñMycorrhiza is a fungus 
that colonizes the host plants roots. This mutual-
istic relationship provides the fungus with a rela-
tively constant and direct access to carbohy-
drates, such as glucose and sucrose supplied 
by the plant. In return the plant gains the benefit 
of the myceliumôs higher absorbtive capacity for 
water and minerals. Plants grown in sterile soils 
and growth mediums often perform poorly with-
out the addition of micorrhizal fungi.ò That last 

sentence seems like it is aimed at us.  

This has been fun researching this article and 
you know whatéI think I will debunk another 
bonsai myth next month. I already have one in 

mind. 
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From The Office of 
the President - 

      Mark Fields 

The Bonsai Creation 

Wow!  Itôs like July weather out there!  90Á in May?  Iôm 
really enjoying it.  I have my bonsai garden arranged, my 
trees are looking great.  I even finished landscaping the front 
of my house last weekend.   Even more exciting, Rob Pugh 
and I are getting ready to head to Brusselôs Bonsai Nursery 
for their annual Rendezvous Memorial Day weekend.  This 
year Iôm taking a Japanese White Pine workshop by Marc 
Noelanders of Belgium.  I canôt wait!  Iôm also looking for-
ward to meeting up with my friends, former club member 

Neil Dellinger and Chicago bonsai artist Matt Ouwinga. 

Last week I rode with Paul to the Greater Cincinnati Bonsai 
Society May meeting.  I ended up joining their organization 

and will attend when possible.   

I have been busy getting my Chinese Elm and Chichi 
Ginkgo ready for the 2nd US National Bonsai Exhibit on June 
12 and 13 in Rochester, NY.  Paul and I are leaving on the 
10th so we can be ready to set up on the 11th.  Itôs a 9 hour 
drive and weôll be taking my van so we can be a little more 

comfortable.  

We also have the annual Bonsai Exhibit and Sale coming up 
at the Garfield Park Conservatory on June 5 and 6.  The 
MABA Convention is coming up June 25 through 27 in 
Grand Rapids, MI.  Our own Scott Yelich will be conducting 
a Buttonwood workshop and will be a vendor there as well.  

Itôs going to be a really busy month ahead. 

This month we are asking members to bring in their best 
trees to show to our members and we will offer critiquing of 
them if you wish.  Our tree of the month is Buttonwood.  
Paul was on the calendar to do this but will be in Florida 
picking up his grandkids for the summer.    Hopefully Scott 

will pick it up for us. 

As for the 2010 Indiana State Fair Exhibit, Paul contacted 
well known bonsai artist Warren Hill and he has agreed to 
judge the trees for the first weekend at this yearôs show.   He 

will also contact a well known artist who will be at the Mid-
west show in Chicago to see if we can get them to come 
down to judge the our exhibit for the 2nd weekend.  Great job 

as usual Paul! 

Iôll add a few photoôs of my new bonsai garden below for you 
to enjoy.  Let me know what you think.  See you Wednes-

day.   
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We also have the annual Bonsai Ex-
hibit and Sale coming up at the Gar-
field Park Conservatory on June 5 
and 6.  The MABA Convention is 
coming up June 25 through 27 in 
Grand Rapids, MI.  Our own Scott 
Yelich will be conducting a Button-
wood workshop and will be a vendor 
there as well.  Itôs going to be a 
really busy month ahead. 

The Indianapolis Bonsai Club is preparing 
a Members Directory for distribution to 
paid club members. If you DO NOT want 
your information published in the directory, 
contact Robert L. Hoy @ 317.627.6084 or 

r.hoy@sbcglobal.net.  
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