
Bonsai by the Month Paul Weishaar  

Bonsai by the Month  Cover  

Presidentôs Message Page 2 

MABA Message  

IMA Exhibit  

Page  3 

Page 4 

Calendar/MABA 2010  

Sponsors  

Club Info/Officers  

Page 6 

Page 7 

Page 8 

T
h

e
 B

o
n

s
a

i 
C

re
a

ti
o

n
 

T
H

E
 

I
N

D
I

A
N

A
P

O
L

I
S

 
B

O
NS

A
I

 
C

L
U

B
 

N
E

W
S

L
E

T
T

E
R 

Volume 101 

May 2010 May is a busy month for us bonsai enthusi-
asts. Not only do we have to worry about 
how low the nightly temperatures will be (as 
I am writing this I have already moved my 
deciduous and tropicalôs back inside 4 
times), there are a number of new tasks that 
present themselves this month. Four new 
tasks come immediately to mind; leaf prun-
ing, needle pinching, repotting tropicals and 

changing the way you water your bonsai. 

Leaf pruning is cutting off many or all of the 
leaves to induce a new flush of growth simi-
lar to what you saw when the trees came 
out of dormancy. My deciduous trees in the 
cold house begin putting out new leaves 
long before they can be placed outside. Not 
only is the first new growth long with too 
much space between the leaves, the soft 
green leaves have not hardened and will 
burn the first time they are exposed to the 
sun. Leaf pruning now will not only allow the 
tree to replace damaged leaves but will also 
produce the division of twigs necessary for 

ramification. 

Just remember, the tree must be healthy 
and vigorous. The tree should be fertilized a 
few days prior to pruning. Defoliate strong 
branches while leaving some leaves on 
weaker branches. After this work be careful 
when watering as the tree does not need 

near as much water as when in full leaf. 

On evergreens, pinch as needed. Especially 
watch your junipers. New foliage has a habit 
of appearing overnight. On black pines, 
when the candles on strong growth reach 3-
4 inches, break back the top 2/3. On 5 nee-
dle pines, leave 3-4 needles on strong 

growth and break off the candle. 

You can think about repotting tropicalôs 
when the night temperatures are above 60 
degrees. They need the warmth for good 
root growth. Keep the trees shaded for at 

least a week after repotting. 

This time of year it is hard to judge just how 
much water to give your bonsai. Too much 
water is just as bad as too little. Iôve been 
working with bonsai for over 30 years and 
every spring it seems like I am starting over. 
The key is to touch the soil to see how it 
feels; visual observation can be misleading. 
You need to recognize your trees specific, 
individual needs. Bonsai need less water 
when they are dormant or recently potted or 
repotted. They will need more frequent wa-
tering when they are in smaller pots or in 
sunny and/or windy locations. Try to group 
your trees on the benches so that those with 

similar watering needs are together. 

There is one other item Do you remember 
how some of your trees developed a lop-
sided look last year? You didnôt rotate often 
enough. Wait a minuteé I donôt mean you; I 
am talking about your bonsai! Rotate them 
regularly and they will respond with a well 
balanced look. Sitting here thinking about it, 
I cannot come up with any benefits you will 

achieve by rotating. 



From The Office of 
the President - 

      Mark Fields 

The Bonsai Creation 

Retirement, a time for rest and relaxationé..yeah 
right!  I havenôt worked this hard in years!  My 
wife made a sizable ñhoney do listò and between 
that, being a stay at home dad and getting my 
new yard put together, Iôm busy from sun up to 
sun down and then some.   Donôt get me wrong, I 
have always enjoyed working hard and getting to 
work on my yard every day even for a few hours 
is a dream come true.  My new bonsai garden is 
finally coming together.  I bought the twins their 
own wheelbarrows, shovels and rakes and have 
been putting them to work as well.  Itôs almost im-
possible to get them to come in every evening.  
They end up sleeping 12 ï 13 hours a night and 
are ready to go back out when they wake up.  Itôs 
really pretty great. 

This past weekend was quite busy for some of 
the club members.  The first annual ñIMA Peren-
nial Premierò was on Saturday and Sunday and 
the exhibition was very popular.  Members dis-
played 45 trees.  More than we have ever had in 
the past.  There was much more of a variety as 
well.  We received many compliments form the 
visitors.  The sales were not as good.  People 
were there to buy perennials, not bonsai.  Sun-
day was a complete rain out.  The demos that 
Scott and I were supposed to do didnôt happen as 
there was no one to watch.  We were stuck in the 
corner of the lot and just not visible enough.  Live 
and learn.  My thanks to everyone who partici-
pated. 

Many of us are looking forward to Erik Wigertôs 
visit coming up on May 9.  Itôs still not too late to 
sign up for the workshop.  We have enough 
signed up to split it into 2 workshops.  This will be 

a rare opportunity to get a really nice bonsai.   

The tree of the month presenter is Carl 
Wooldridge.  He will be telling us about Chinese 
quince bonsai. 

This month we will be looking at the root over 
rock trident that Ron Fraley did last May.  I will be 
teaching everyone various grafting techniques 
and air layering.  We should have several exam-
ples of each to show everyone as well.   

Iôll have a signup sheet for Junes Garfield Park 
Exhibit coming up on the 5

th
 and 6

th
 of June.  

I have 3 people interested in the Saturday work 
group which I proposed last month.  If I get 3 
more, Iôll go ahead and get a schedule together.   

I have lots of Akadama available; small and me-
dium grade at $25.00 per bag.  Iôll bring some to 
the next meeting.   
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Greetings from the Mid America Bonsai Alliance:  

 

Hopefully you are aware of the upcoming MABA2010 
Convention scheduled for June 25-27 in Grand Rap-
ids, Michigan. Rather than going into great detail 
here simply let me say we have some great events 
planned. You can find all the exciting details and reg-
istration forms on the MABA website at 
www.mababonsai.org. 

 

On Sunday morning, June 27, during the MABA Con-
vention, we will have the annual MABA meeting and 
election of officers. Officers serve for 2 year terms. 
Each MABA member club has one vote and you are 
encouraged to attend. The elected positions are 
President, Vice-President, Treasurer and Secretary. 
An Information Bulletin will be sent out at the end of 
May which will list all Officer Positions and the names 
of those that have expressed interest. The MABA 
Board will also present a slate of recommended 
nominees. So please, if there is an interested mem-
ber in your club who wishes to run for one of the 
elected offices, send the name, a short bonsai re-
sume and the relevant office to the MABA Secretary, 
Janine Catchpole at J9-Catchpole@comcast.net. 

 
We have recently had a request for a list of regional 
bonsai artists. This has led to the discovery that our 
list is somewhat out-of date, and weôre working to 
update it! MABA Vice-President Steve Moore has 
prepared the following request: 
 
To help us in up-dating our Regional Bonsai Artist 
list, Iôm asking for your help. (Yes, You ). Would you 
be willing to speak, or do a demonstration, at another 
club or bonsai group?  If you are, we will, with your 
permission, add your name and contact info to the 
MABA information base. 
 
Please donôt let this idea frighten you. Frankly, you 
probably know more than you give yourself credit for. 
Most people do. Please read over the following ques-
tions and as you do, please refer to these descrip-
tions: 
Novice:   no bonsai knowledge or experience. (This 
includes the general public.) 
Beginner:  some knowledge, but still mastering the 
fundamentals of bonsai care and styling, such as wa-
tering, fertilizing, winter care, and wiring. 

Intermediate:  comfortable with the fundamentals, 
but seek help/advice with advanced techniques such 
as grafting, and with some of your styling. 
Advanced:  comfortable with all but the most unusual 
techniques; usually donôt need advice on styling. 

 
The questions are: 
1. What do you think is your level of bonsai knowl-
edge? (Novice, beginner, intermediate, or ad-
vanced?) 
2. At what level(s) would you be willing to teach 
and/or demonstrate? 
3. On what topic(s) are you comfortable speaking/ 
teaching? 
4. Are you willing to speak/demonstrate for other 
groups, at your specified level and on your specified 
topics? 
5. How far are you willing to drive (one way) to speak 
to another group? 
 
Here are my own answers to these questions:  

1. Intermediate  

2. Novice or beginner  

3. Basics of soils; tropical's and yews as bonsai; 
choosing nursery stock; styling demonstrations  

4. Yes  

5. Two hours give or take 
 
Think about it, and decide if you can help us in this 
way. Then send your answers by email, please, to 
pweishaar3@comcast.net . You can number your 
answers as I did; Iôll keep a record of the questions. I 
would appreciate getting answers within the next 30 
days. 
 
Thanks for considering this, and for any help you can 
give to help promote the love of bonsai in the MABA 
region! 

 
That completes this MABA update and I look forward 
to seeing you in June at the MABA2010 Convention. 

 

Paul Weishaar  

President Mid America Bonsai Alliance  

http://www.mababonsai.org/
mailto:J9-Catchpole@comcast.net
mailto:pweishaar3@comcast.net
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IMA Exhibit and Sale  


