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From The Office of
the President -

S Mark Fields
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Greetings from the Mid America Bonsai Alliance:

Hopefully you are aware of the upcoming MABA2010
Convention scheduled for June 25-27 in Grand Rap-
ids, Michigan. Rather than going into great detail
here simply let me say we have some great events
planned. You can find all the exciting details and reg-
istration forms on the MABA website at
www.mababonsai.org.

On Sunday morning, June 27, during the MABA Con-
vention, we will have the annual MABA meeting and
election of officers. Officers serve for 2 year terms.
Each MABA member club has one vote and you are
encouraged to attend. The elected positions are
President, Vice-President, Treasurer and Secretary.
An Information Bulletin will be sent out at the end of
May which will list all Officer Positions and the names
of those that have expressed interest. The MABA
Board will also present a slate of recommended
nominees. So please, if there is an interested mem-
ber in your club who wishes to run for one of the
elected offices, send the name, a short bonsai re-
sume and the relevant office to the MABA Secretary,
Janine Catchpole at J9-Catchpole@comcast.net.

We have recently had a request for a list of regional
bonsai artists. This has led to the discovery that our
list is somewhat out-o f dat e, and we
update it! MABA Vice-President Steve Moore has
prepared the following request:

To help us in up-dating our Regional Bonsai Artist

i st, I 6 m as k ¥es,grouf). 9Vouldyau u
be willing to speak, or do a demonstration, at another
club or bonsai group? If you are, we will, with your
permission, add your name and contact info to the
MABA information base.
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probably know more than you give yourself credit for.
Most people do. Please read over the following ques-
tions and as you do, please refer to these descrip-
tions:

Novice: no bonsai knowledge or experience. (This
includes the general public.)

Beginner: some knowledge, but still mastering the
fundamentals of bonsai care and styling, such as wa-
tering, fertilizing, winter care, and wiring.

Intermediate: comfortable with the fundamentals,
but seek help/advice with advanced techniques such
as grafting, and with some of your styling.

Advanced: comfortable with all but the most unusual
techniques; usually donb

The questions are:

1. What do you think is your level of bonsai knowl-
edge? (Novice, beginner, intermediate, or ad-
vanced?)

2. At what level(s) would you be willing to teach
and/or demonstrate?

3. On what topic(s) are you comfortable speaking/
teaching?

4. Are you willing to speak/demonstrate for other
groups, at your specified level and on your specified
topics?

5. How far are you willing to drive (one way) to speak
to another group?

Here are my own answers to these questions:
1. Intermediate

2. Novice or beginner

3. Basics of soils; tropical's and yews as bonsai;
choosing nursery stock; styling demonstrations

4.Yes
5. Two hours give or take

q’ﬁin?( abBu? i{, %H dedde ff)%u can help us in this

way. Then send your answers by email, please, to
pweishaar3@comcast.net . You can number your
answers as | di d; | 61 |
rwoui,ld éapfpreciate getting answers within the next 30
days. P

Kk

Thanks for considering this, and for any help you can
give to help promote the love of bonsai in the MABA
region!

ea frighten you. Frankly

That completes this MABA update and | look forward
to seeing you in June at the MABA2010 Convention.

Paul Weishaar
President Mid America Bonsai Alliance
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