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Next Meeting: February 3, 2010 

Shimpaku Group Competition 

269 AD was not a very good year for those in love. Em-
peror Claudius II decided that single men made better 
soldiers than those with wives and children, so he outlawed 
marriage for young men. However, a priest named Valen-
tine, realizing the injustice of the decree, defied Claudius 
and continued to perform marriages in secret. When Valen-
tines actions were discovered, Claudius ordered his cap-

ture and on February 14th, 207 AD he was put to death. 

In 498 AD Pope Gelasius Declared February 14 St. Valen-
tines Day and thus began the tradition of celebrating the 
day of love. The oldest known valentine was written by 
Charles, Duke of Orleans to his wife in 1415. By the middle 
of the eighteenth century it was common for friends and 
lovers in all social classes to exchange small tokens of 
affection or handwritten notes. Today, according to the 
American Greeting Card Association, an estimated one 
billion valentine cards are sent every year. The most popu-
lar gift is flowers with Roses first followed closely by Or-
chids. Candy used to be number one but has dropped way 

down the list as a result of our emphasis on healthy foods. 

So what does this have to do with bonsai? Directlyé
nothing, but in a round-a-bout way I am about to create a 

superb transition from Valentines Day to Bonsai. 

This morning Judy and I were admiring two of her beautiful 
orchids in full bloom which I had brought in from the green-
house. As the conversation evolved we eventually were 
discussing Valentines Day and the popularity of flowers as 
gifts. Later in the morning as I was in the greenhouse wa-
tering my bonsai and Judyôs orchids, I began counting 
different flowering plants, both orchids and bonsai. There 
are 14 species of orchids in full bloom as well as three 
colors of Bougainvillea bonsai, one Portulacaria bonsai 
which blooms about once every five years and a serissa. At 
this point I realized how fortunate Judy and I are to have a 
greenhouse and be able to enjoy this utopia. As my mind 
wandered on I thought about how easy it was to grow 
things in a greenhouse. What about those who do not have 
a greenhouse? Have we discussed how to successfully 
grow bonsai indoors? i.e. a house!  Have we published any 

articles? Noéé It is time to remedy that. 

While many believe you must have a greenhouse to grow 
tropical or sub-tropical bonsai, windowsill growing can 
produce remarkable results. I have been amazed through 
the years at some of the bonsai specimens I have seen 

grown in this manner. 

The one item that is a common denominator no matter 
where you place your bonsai is the sunlight comes primar-
ily from one direction. It is this natural light that we are 
trying to optimize. Almost any brightly lighted location might 
do. Morning light from the east is always a good option, but 

great results can be achieved in western and southern 
exposures as well. As a rule of thumb northern windows do 

not provide enough light. 

In the majority of the time you want to situate your bonsai 
as close to the window as possible to maximize the amount 
of light they receive. There is a dramatic decrease in light 
as you move away from the window. If there is concern 
about too much light you can always remedy the problem 
with sheer curtains or other shading devices. In general, 
eight or more hours of bright or direct light will provide your 
bonsai with the amount of illumination they need. Insuffi-
cient light will result in long, unacceptable spacing between 
the leaves and sometimes death to the bonsai. Bonsai 
grown with such directional lighting will need to be turned 
with some frequency to prevent them from becoming one 
sided. If you are going to show your bonsai always turn the 
front towards the light for a few weeks so the foliage is 

facing the front. 

Once you have selected the location you must evaluate 
how to best optimize the number of plants you can grow. In 
most scenarios, that means using some type of shelving or 
table. Watering and spraying can be difficult in a domestic 
environment so realize the bonsai must either be moved to 
be watered or a tray or reservoir provided to contain the 
water. While there is debate as to whether there is really 
any humidification benefit to a gravel tray it certainly cannot 
hurt and it also looks better than just a plain tray. How often 
and how much do you water? I donôt know. Only you can 
determine that by trial and error. Just keep in mind that the 
majority of bonsai deaths are due to improper watering. 
Monitor your bonsai frequently for the first week or two 

when moving them from one location to another. 

Do not underestimate the value of adding supplemental 
lighting. With so much cloud cover in Central Indiana in the 
winter, there is a good chance natural lighting may not be 
sufficient. Incandescent fixtures are the most economical 

and are available in a multitude of light spectrums. 

Some people worry that the bonsai located next to a win-
dow will get cold at night. Most plants prefer to be cooler at 
night so this should not be an issue unless you are dealing 
with a temperamental species, i.e. Buttonwood or Black 

Olive. 

As with most all types of plants it is important to avoid 
overcrowding. While you are trying to maximize space, you 
will find that crowed bonsai are more difficult to monitor and 

insect and disease spread more easily among them. 

 



From The Office of 
the President - 

       

Iôm so tired of winter!  Last Sunday it was 60ÁF and took the 
twins for a ride around the neighborhood in their wagon.  I saw 
on the weather forecast that it will be 2°F next Sunday morning.  

Spring is getting closer though.  I canôt wait. 

 

Almost finished remodeling my kitchen.  Just have to wait for 
my wife to pick out a color so we can paint it.  I took a day off 
work and the kitchen last week to wire up my Scots pine.  I 
bought it from long time club member Bob Brown and it was in 
bad need of restyling and repotting.  I spent almost 8 hours 
wiring every single branch and twig.  It and it looks great now.  
Iôll try to bring it in the next meeting and will bring a before photo 
to show the difference.  I also purchased the remainder of 
Donna Shirleyôs trees and will be restyling them over the next 

few weeks as well. 

 

On a sad note, a few of us long time member remember Bob 
Mogle.  He passed away a couple of weeks ago.  Bob was 
president of the club when I joined back in the 1970ôs.  He was 
a personal friend of John Nakaôs and was always willing to 
share his knowledge with club members.  The club sent flowers 
to his viewing and Paul Weishaar attended and spoke to his 
widow, Georgia.  She called me to express her thanks for the 

flowers from the club in memory of Bob.  He will be missed. 

 

A few club members are planning to attend the Brusselôs 
Bonsai Spring Preview Sale coming up the first weekend in 
March.  As Carl said during the last meeting, let one of us that 
are going know if you would like a nice tree to work on in one of 
the upcoming workshops.  He has offered to pick them up using 
his connection for a significant discount.  You are urged to take 

advantage of this opportunity. 

 

Februaryôs meeting promises to be something different.  Carl is 
bringing in 4 big Shimpaku junipers ready for styling.  We will be 
splitting into 4 groups and each will style the tree during the 
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meeting.  Details will be explained at the meeting.  (Note:  I, 
along with a few other members who contacted me 
expressing their thoughts, do not agree with this strategy 
for bonsai design as I like to take more time to plan.  I will 
not style an entire tree this size in one sitting of an hour 
and a half.  Doing too much at once while rushing to 
complete it in a certain amount of time usually results in 
mistakes which could result in the loss of branches or 
even the tree itself.) 

 

We will have a sign-up sheet at the meeting for the Bjorn 

Bjorholm BYOT Workshop coming up in March and the Erik 

Wigert Bougainvillea Workshop coming up in May.  As the Erik 

Wigert Bougainvillea Workshop has proven to be quite popular 

and everyone wants first choice of the trees, we will be signing 

up on the sheet for spaces 1 ï 10.  To be fair, the trees will be 

randomly numbered from 1 ï 10 as well and as with most 

workshops I have participated in, we will draw numbers from a 

hat for the tree on the day of the workshop.  This way no 

person has the advantage over another.  The cost of the 

workshop will be $100.00.  Paul helped pick them out during a 

visit to Wigertôs Bonsai Nursery so they should be some very 

spectacular bonsai prospects. 

In Memoriam 

It is with great sadness we report that Robert Mogle passed away on 
January 12, 2010.  Bob was a very active member of the Indianapolis 
Bonsai Club for many years and was President in 1976-1977. Bob 
was the featured bonsai artist in numerous seminars, classes and 

demos. His bonsai were exhibited extensively in the 1970s and 80s. 

Bob was a personal friend of John Naka and was instrumental in 
having John Naka come to Indianapolis many times. Whenever an 
IBC member was in California Bob would call John Naka and make 

arrangements for them to visit Johnôs bonsai collection. 
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Club Calendar 2010 

Date Topic Presenter 

Wednesday, Jan 6th 2010 Club Agenda Mark Fields 

Wednesday, Feb 3rd Shimpaku Juniper Carl Wooldridge 

      

Wednesday, March 3rd Soils and Fertilizers Paul Weishaar 

Tuesday, March 9th Special Bonsai presentation Bjorn Bjorholm 

      

Wednesday, April 7th Phoenix Grafting Mark Fields 

      

Sat-Sun, April 24-25 Bonsai Exhibit at the  Indianapolis Museum of Art 

http://www.imamuseum.org/calendar/bonsai   

Wednesday, May 5th Root over rock with trident maple Demo Follow-
up & Grafting and air layering 

Ron Fraley Root over Rock Mark 
Fields Grafting 

Saturday, May 9th Bougainvillea Workshop Erik Wigert 

Wednesday, June 2nd Members to show their best tree 

Sat-Sun, June 12-13 Garfield Park Exhibit & Sale   

Wednesday, July 1st Tropical care and repotting Scott Yelich 

Saturday, July 17th Backyard Tour & Picnic Mark Fields 

Sunday, July 18th Craig Coussins Workshop POC Mark Fields 

Wednesday, Aug 4th Monthly Meeting    

Fri-Sat-Sun, Aug 6 - 16 Indiana State Fair   

Wednesday, Sept 1st Club Auction, Members Only! 

    

Sat – Sun, Sept 25-26 White River Gardens Exhibit & Sale 

Wednesday, Oct 1st Winterizing your bonsai Mark Fields/Paul Weishaar 

Wednesday, Nov 3rd Wiring conifer bonsai demo/Elections Mark Fields 

Wednesday, Dec 1st Christmas Banquet at Oriental Buffet 

From your Mid America Bonsai Alliance (MABA) Delegate. 

Re: MABA 2010 

You definitely need to be thinking about attending. Mark it on your calendar now. June 25-27 in Grand Rap-
ids, MI. For continuously updated information visit the MABA website at www.mababonsai.org . The headliner 
is Kathy Shaner. Kathy is the first woman and the first non-Japanese to be certified as a bonsai master by the 
Nippon Bonsai Kyodo Kumaii in Japan. For further information on Kathy visit www.bonsai.wbff.org/wbc5/
presenters/shaner.htm 

Additional artists and the convention schedule of events will be published soon. 

Paul Weishaar 

http://www.imamuseum.org/calendar/bonsai
http://www.bonsai.wbff.org/wbc5/presenters/shaner.htm
http://www.bonsai.wbff.org/wbc5/presenters/shaner.htm
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 Indianapolis Water alert 

 

 The following appeared in the January 11, 2010 Indianapolis 

Star: 

Customers of Veolia Water may notice that their water smells like 
chlorine for the next few weeks. The water utility that serves Indi-
anapolis says that will not be unusual and is part of an annual 
maintenance project in the Indianapolis Water disinfectant sys-

tem. 

The smell will occur, according to a statement from the utility, 
because the water company changes the kind of chlorine used to 

clean the water supply every year at this time. 

Although most water customers will not have to make any 
changes, people undergoing dialysis might need to arrange for 
adjustment in their treatment, and growers of chlorine sensitive 
plants might want to let the water sit overnight so the chemical 
can dissipate, the utility says. The change in the disinfectant 

treatments will last until the beginning of March. 

Exactly what does this mean relative to our bonsai? Actually, not 
much. Researchers at the University of Connecticut agricultural 
experiment station tested a wide range of foliage plants, flowering 
plants and vegetable seedlings to see if chlorine did damage 
plants. Indianapolis treated tap water contains chlorine at only 
one part per million or less. The researchers used water ranging 
in chlorine concentration from 0 ppm to 77 ppm. The test plants 
were irrigated with this water for twelve weeks. Only towards the 
end of the tests did any of the potted plants show any negative 

effects from the treatments, and then only on the plants treated 
with the higher concentrations (50 ppm or higher). The take home 
message: chlorine from municipal water supplies is not likely to 
damage any of your houseplants, bedding plants or vegetable 

transplants. 

A UCLA study states ñPlants require relatively high chlorine con-
centration in their tissuesò It further states ñplants suffering from a 
chlorine deficiency will exhibit unnatural coloring. Furthermore, 
the leaves may have an abnormal shape and new leaves may 
wilt and die. To correct this deficiency simply apply a fertilizer that 
contains chlorideò. The average chloride in topsoil is 10 ppm. 
Plant growth suffers if the level of chloride in the soil falls to 2 
ppm or lower. Since our basic bonsai soils are sterile, or nearly 
sterile, it is obvious we should use the fertilizers with chloride. A 
quick dash out to the greenhouse to check the some of the fertil-
izer confirmed Dyna Gro, for one, includes chlorine as one of the 

14 micro-nutrients they include. 

So where does this myth that chlorine in tap water is dangerous 
to plants come from? It turns out it is not the chlorine but fluoride. 
Fluoride, which is often added to municipal water supplies to re-
duce tooth decay, does have an adverse effect on many com-
monly grown houseplants. Fluoridated water causes sensitive 
species like palms, dracaena, spider plants and others to have 
brown, dead leaf tips and edges. Fluoride will not pass off as a 
gas even if left to stand overnight like chlorine does. Indianapolis 
Water does add fluoride to the water at a rate of 1 ppm. Rain or 

distilled water are options for these few sensitive plants. 

The bottom line is you do not have to worry about the chlorine 

changes in our tap water announced by Indianapolis Water. 

Freezing temperatures in Florida forced 
Eric Wigert to use drastic measures to save 
his bonsai! 
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Fritz Nerding  

Conservatory Manager 

Phone: (317) 327-7184 or 327-7337 
Fax:     (317) 327-7268 

Email:  fnerding@indygov.org 

2505 Conservatory Drive 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46203 

www.Indygov.org 

WHITE RIVER NURSERY & BONSAI 

     1753 SKYLINE DRIVE 

       GREENWOOD, IN 46143 

     317-881-5784 

Richard Stepien 
 

Mark Fields          317-439-0678 

www.bonsaibyfields.com 

By Appointment Only 

Mark 

Fields 

Bonsai  

by Fields, LLC  
Bonsai, Pre-bonsai, Seedlings, Pottery, Soil, Fertilizer,  

Tools, Misc. Supplies, Lectures, Workshops 

Grand Rapids, Michigan  

MABA 2010  

IBC Corporate 
Sponsors 

2010 



Club Officers 

President Mark Fields 

Vice President Carl Wooldridge 

Asst. VP Robert Hoy, Scott Yelich 

Secretary Ron Fraley 

Treasurer Robert Hoy 

Past President Donna Shirley 

Newsletter Editor Robert Hoy 

Web Master Ted Herrera 

Membership Robert Hoy  

Historian John Strassburg  

Librarian Tom Barnes 

MABA/ABS/BCI Paul Weishaar 

Garfield Curator Chuck Perry 

Speaker’s Bureau --- 

Club Information 
Visitors are always WELCOME!!! 

Where: Garfield Park Conservatory 

2450 Shelby Street 

Indianapolis, Indiana 

When:  First Wednesday of each 

month 

Time:  7:00 pm 

Club Dues: Dues are $25 per calendar 
year to receive the 
newsletter by email, or $30 
to receive it by US Mail.  
Cost includes up to two 
members of the same 
household.  After July 1st, 
dues are $15 for the 
remainder of the year. 

If  SEVERELY Damaged, 
Refuse Delivery & Return to Sender 

Indianapolis Bonsai Club 

3944 Cherry Blossom Boulevard 
Indianapolis, IN    46237 


