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Happy New Year! It is hard to believe
2010 has arrived. Chinese historians
tell us this is the year 4706, the year of
the Tiger. Actually 4706 does not begin
until February 14 on the International
calendar but Happy New Year anyway.
Who knows, | might wish you Happy
Chinese New Year next month. It will
depend upon whether | can come up
with some useful items for this column
in February. Here is another tidbit of
information you can use to impress
someone at your next social gathering,
the Chinese calendar obviously has
been in use for centuries while the In-
ternational Calendar we use at the pre-
sent was adopted as the standard
worldwide only 428 years ago.

The idea for this monthly column came
from years of answering questions on
the subject of bonsai in the Midwest,
more specifically, central Indiana.
There is a ton of published data out
there but not much that relates specifi-
cally to our locale. The one exception |
am familiar with, and have actually con-
tributed too, is a series of excellent arti-
cles titled Regional Bonsai Care, au-
thored by Cincinnati Bonsai Society
members Doug Hawley and Tom
McCormack that appear in Bonsai
Journal of the American Bonsai Soci-
ety. As this periodical is a national pub-
lication Doug and Tom still have to deal
in generalities, and as such, they gen-
erically categorize our locale as the
“‘Midwest”. When one looks at the
USDA map of climate zones, we find
the Midwest includes zones 4, 5, 6 and
7. That is quite a range of variables;
therefore, why not try to develop a

guide specifically suited for central Indi-
ana.

When | first thought about doing this
column | thought this will not be too
hard, | only have to write 12 articles,
one for each month, and the columns
can then be reprinted each year from
now until eternity. Well....] blew that
concept in the very first paragraph, |
personalized it for 2010. As | am creat-
ing this article I find it is not as easy as |
thought it would be. In case you have
not noticed, | am in paragraph three
and have yet to mention anything rela-
tive to bonsai in January. | have so far
just randomly (if there is such a word)
pecked at the keyboard trying to men-
tally construct this article. No comments
please....Actually it really is hard to
concentrate on this article. You see, as
| am writing this article (and as you are
reading it) | am in sunny Florida sitting
by the pool waiting for someone to
serve me another Bloody Mary. Where
is that Bloody Mary? Service sure is
slow here.

The easy way out is to recommend
what | have done, recruit a fellow IBC
member to watch your bonsai while |
am gone and let them worry about it.
However, my wife Judy, who just
looked over my shoulder, said “is that
all you have written?” She also said
‘Don’t take the easy way out. Write
something constructive”. As usual she
is right. She also did not bring me an-
other Bloody Mary. (continued on

page 4)
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From The Office of
the President -

Happy New Year....

I hope everyone enjoyed the Christmas party.
Great food and lots of prizes raffled off. Based on
the feedback, mostly from the south siders, | have

already reserved it for next year's party.
Congratulations to all those who won prizes.
I think 2009 was a pretty good year. Great

attendance at all of the meetings, very informative
workshops, lectures and demos with visits from Erik
Wigert, Bill Valavanis and Craig Coussins. The
apprentice class was a good start but could have
been better. Plans are being made for the next one.
The exhibits and sales were well attended for the
most part. Better advertising should address those
as well. Everyone enjoyed the open house and
cookout at the Weishaar’s place, | especially liked
Roger Chestnut’'s homemade ice cream.

One thing that came together last week was that |
will be hosting the open house and cookout at my
new place on July 17". Well as luck would have it,
Craig Coussins will be in Florida for holiday during
July and he will be flying to Indy to do a workshop
for us on the 18"™. He will be at my open house and
cookout and will be staying with me while he is here.
| have asked him to do a demo on my big dwarf
Hinoki cypress at the cookout as well. It is a tree
that | bought on sale for $1.99 at Wal-Mart back in
1998. It has been in the ground ever since and has
a 4 inch caliper at the base and unbelievable taper.
He is very entertaining and should be interesting for
all who attend.

As for the recent weather, winter has certainly
arrived. | hope everyone had a chance to get their

outdoor trees winterized before the bitter cold
temperatures arrived a couple of weeks ago. | got
mine done just in time. My new greenhouse is
working out very well. | enjoy having the extra room
in there. My privacy fence is installed around the area
and | will begin building display benches as weather
permits. | just got all of my seeds in as well and will
begin planting them right after the first of the year.
This year I'll be starting more trident maple, Japanese
beech, Korean hornbeam and green Japanese maple.
I'll be planting more trees in the ground to pump up
and should have some really nice stock within a
couple of years.

We are working on nailing down the calendar for next
year and should be able to publish it in January. One
change is that we will be doing the Indianapolis
Museum of Art Exhibit and Sale on April 24 and 25
which will coincide with their annual perennial show.
They plan on advertising it extensively so we should
have a great turn out.

That’s about all | have to say for now. I'll see you all
on January 6" for the first meeting of 2010. Have a
Happy New Year!

Mark Fields

If you have a request for articles,
comments or photos, please send them
through the Feedback page at
www.indybonsai.org or send an e-mail to
the [IBC Newsletter Editor at:
r.hoy@sbcglobal.net
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Club Calendar 2010

Date Topic Presenter

Wednesday, Jan 6th 2010 Club Agenda Mark Fields
Wednesday, Feb 3rd Shimpaku Juniper Carl Wooldridge
Wednesday, March 3rd Soils and Fertilizers Paul Weishaar
Tuesday, March 9th Special Bonsai presentation Bjorn Bjorholm
Wednesday, April 7th Phoenix Grafting Mark Fields
Sat-Sun, April 24-25 Bonsai Exhibit at the Indianapolis Museum of Art

http://www.imamuseum.org/calendar/bonsai
Wednesday, May 5th Root over rock with trident maple Demo Follow- |Ron Fraley Root over Rock Mark

up & Grafting and air layering Fields Grafting
Saturday, May 9th Bougainvillea Workshop Erik Wigert
Wednesday, June 2nd Members to show their best tree
Sat-Sun, June 12-13 Garfield Park Exhibit & Sale
Wednesday, July 1st Tropical care and repotting Scott Yelich
Saturday, July 17th Backyard Tour & Picnic Mark Fields
Sunday, July 18th Craig Coussins Workshop POC Mark Fields
Wednesday, Aug 4th Monthly Meeting
Fri-Sat-Sun, Aug 6 - 8 Indiana State Fair
Wednesday, Sept 1st Club Auction, Members Only!

I

Sat — Sun, Sept 25-26 White River Gardens Exhibit & Sale
Wednesday, Oct 1st Winterizing your bonsai Mark Fields/Paul Weishaar
Wednesday, Nov 3rd Wiring conifer bonsai demo/Elections Mark Fields
Wednesday, Dec 1st Christmas Banquet at Oriental Buffet

From your Mid America Bonsai Alliance (MABA) Delegate.
Re: MABA 2010

You definitely need to be thinking about attending. Mark it on your calendar now. June 25-27 in Grand Rap-
ids, MI. For continuously updated information visit the MABA website at www.mababonsai.org . The headliner
is Kathy Shaner. Kathy is the first woman and the first non-Japanese to be certified as a bonsai master by the
Nippon Bonsai Kyodo Kumaii in Japan. For further information on Kathy visit www.bonsai.wbff.org/wbc5/
presenters/shaner.htm

Additional artists and the convention schedule of events will be published soon.
Paul Weishaar
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Bonsai By the Month (continued from page 1)

Actually January is an important month relative to
your bonsai. This is the time to make plans, set priori-
ties and create your own check list of essentials.

One of the items | strongly suggest you accomplish is
to photograph your bonsai, especially the deciduous
trees while the ramification is visible. Pictures of your
bonsai are nice to look back on through the years to
see the progress, but more importantly, a single pho-
tograph can, and will, show any design flaws. If you
have a PC with a graphics program you can scan or
download your photos and experiment with moving or
removing branches, and if it does not look better you
can put them back on. Wish we had these options in
real life! A photograph will also show if you have the
correct pot for the tree. If you take photos now you
will have the “before” prior to repotting and styling in
the next few months. Then all you have to do is get
the “after” photos.

While speaking about pots, this is the time of year to
decide what needs repotting and if a new pot is re-
quired. If you wait until March to decide what pot you
need it may be too late to get the specific pot you
wish. Remember, everyone else is repotting and
looking for a pot in March, so the pot you wanted may
not be available. Obviously first check with IBC mem-
bers Mark Fields, Rich Stepien, Bob Hoy or Scott Ye-
lich to see if they have an appropriate pot. (How is
that for being specifically central Indiana related). It
sure is great to have 4 local sources for supplies.

Check your tools to see if you have all you need and
then clean and sharpen them. Do not stop with
checking just tools, check everything. Do you have

soil? Is it sifted and/or mixed? Do you have plant
food, insecticides, hormones (i.e.: Earth Juice), Super
Thrive, pot screens, wire and a sterilent to dip tools in
after each use? Wow....the list goes on and on. If
you can get to your trees that are stored outside this
the prime time to treat them with a dormant spray.

Yes you can even work on trees this time of year.
Pines are extremely flexible and can be wired. Do not
wire deciduous trees now as the branches are brittle.
Wait a month or two and when you see bud develop-
ment....wire. Remember to check those dormant
trees to make sure they do not dry out, but, in the
same vein...do not over water. Too much or too little
water are the primary culprits when bonsai do not
make it through the winter.

Those of you with tropical bonsai just continue your
care program. Just remember that unless you have a
greenhouse or similar room with humidity control and
growth lights of some type, your tropicals will go semi
-dormant. Beware of over watering and remember
that many tropicals will self defoliate in late winter to
early spring.

This is a great time of the year to go through your
bonsai books and periodicals and peruse through
them again. | guarantee you will always learn some-
thing new even though you have read the books be-
fore.

And one final comment: Mark your calendar for the
2010 MABA Convention June 25-27 in Grand Rapids,
MI.

p.s.: I'm still waiting for that Bloody Mary
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IBC Corporate

Sponsors

Eagle Creek Bonsai,LLC

Bonsai Trees & Pots
Demonstrations

Workshops

ScottYelich

(317)471-7696 -
www.eaglecreekbonsai.com

Trees

Tools

Pofs
Accessories

Robert L.Hoy
(317) 627-6084

Circlecityoo®™

J

kBonsal Alllance)

Grand Rapids, Michigan
MABA 2010

Fritz Nerding
Conservatory Manager

Phone: (317) 327-7184 or 327-7337
Fax:  (317)327-7268

Email: fnerding@indygov.org

INDY
PARKS

2505 Conservatory Drive
Indianapolis, Indiana 46203

www.Indygov.0rg

Bonsai
by Fields, LLC

WHITE RIVER NURSERY
AND BONSAI

1753 SKYLINE DRIVE
GREENWOOD, IN 46143-8927
317-881-5784

Richard Stepien

Bonsai, Pre-bonsai, Seedlings, Pottery, Soil, Fertilizer,
Tools, Misc. Supplies, Lectures, Workshops

By Appointment Only

Mark Fields 317-439-0678

www.bonsaibyfields.com
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Club Officers

President

Vice President
Asst. VP
Secretary
Treasurer

Past President
Newsletter Editor
Web Master
Membership
Historian
Librarian
MABA/ABS/BCI
Garfield Curator

Speaker’s Bureau

Mark Fields
Carl Wooldridge

Robert Hoy, Scott Yelich

Ron Fraley
Robert Hoy
Donna Shirley
Robert Hoy

Ted Herrera
Robert Hoy
John Strassburg
Tom Barnes
Paul Weishaar

Chuck Perry
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