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I donôt know about you, but April is my favorite 
month. I will probably say the same thing in 
October when the fall change in colors is un-
derway; however, it is April and right now 
THIS IS MY FAVORITE TIME. Welléé.let 
me rephrase that and say this is my favorite 
time with my bonsai as tax day is rapidly ap-
proaching. Just remember, April is the month 
where the investment of a small bit of effort 
will yield excellent growth in the near future. 
No, No, No. I am not giving you financial ad-
vice. We are discussing bonsai. 

To me it is exciting to see the results of 
warmer weather and the lengthening of the 
days. Winter dormancy is ending with spurts 
of growth in the form of tender new leaves on 
the deciduous trees and if I look closely I can 
see the beginning of bud swell on the conifers. 
I always hope everything survived and right 
now it looks like they all made it through this 
winter.  

One of the hardest decisions to make in early 
spring is when to take the trees out of winter 
protection. As soon as you see bud swell you 
should consider moving the tree outdoors. 
Sure, you will bring your deciduous trees back 
inside a time or two when Jack Frost pays a 
visit, but overall your trees will do better out-
side. If they are left inside too long the vigor-
ous new growth will look fantastic but will most 
likely sunburn or windburn when placed out-
side, which immediately places the tree in 
stress, not to mention how bad they will look. 
If you are not able to move your bonsai in and 
out a few times in early spring, when you fi-
nally do move them outside you must allow 
them to adjust to the new environment slowly. 
This means keeping them protected from the 
full sun for a week or two. Then gradually in-

crease their time in the direct sun. 

As we mentioned last month any tree that was 
not repotted last year should probably be re-
potted. However, most of the ñexpertsò recom-
mend letting older, mature bonsai go for three 
or four years between repotting.  Remember, 
deciduous first and conifers later and it may 
be too late for your deciduous trees if they 
have leafed out. The buds on my deciduous 
trees in the cold house began leafing out 
around March 15th. 

On any deciduous tree you are nearly always 
trying to increase ramification and you must 
prune each and every branch to achieve this. 
On nearly all deciduous trees the new growth 
comes out on the end of each branch as well 
as other locations. This new sprout at the end 
of each branch should be removed to force 
multiple branches to develop at a lower point 
on the main branch or trunk. 

Begin fertilizing the bonsai in mid-April with a 
balanced formula (20-20-20 or similar) but 
NOT for spring flowering trees or pines. Feed-
ing high nitrogen fertilizer on flowering trees 
may disrupt their flowering. On pines I have 
always used a ñ0ò nitrogen fertilizer (0-10-10) 
until the new candles are pinched and set. 
This helps keep the needles short. You can 
also use the 0-10-10 on the flowering trees 
until they have flowered. You can then change 
over to a balanced fertilizer.  For any trees 
that have just been repotted most ñexpertsò  
recommend waiting at least 1 month after pot-
ting before fertilizing. Keep those repotted 
trees in the shade for a week or two. If you 
use Superthrive or HB-101 it is ok to apply it 
immediately.. 

(continued on page 3) 
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It seems all I have been doing in my spare 
time at home, of which there isnôt too much 
of, is repotting.  I am trying to get all of my 
conifer and deciduous trees in Akadama.  
Iôve only got a few more to do and should be 
done this weekend.  One thing you must 
avoid after doing this is freezing tempera-
tures so I have been keeping them all close 
to the garage in case freezing temperatures 
are in the forecast as was last night.  I got 
home from work and had to go out in the 
pouring rain and tote all of my trees back in 
the garage.  I donôt think it got quite as cold 
as they had forecasted but better safe than 
sorry. 

It looks like we are going to be well repre-
sented at the 2nd US National Bonsai exhibi-
tion in June.  Paul had 2 trees accepted as 
well.  I am still debating as to whether I want 
to pay the $250.00 for the 2 days of demos 
by Kunio Kobayashi. 

Last week I took inventory of the Akadama I 
had left in stock, I noticed that I only had 3 
bags of small grade but about 50 of the me-
dium grade left.  I called and ordered another 
pallet of small which should arrive before the 
next meeting.  I will bring some along in case 
anyone would like to make a purchase.  I 
also made up lots of my regular all purpose 
mix which I will have available at the next 
meeting as well. 

Iôm wrapping things up at Lilly.  Going 
through files and taking lots of things to the 
shredder bin.  I have filled one and a half of 
them so far.  In 29+ years I had accumulated 
a lot of ñstuffò.  It was like going back in time.  
Of course I didnôt want to keep everything but 
do want to hold on to a few for the memories.  
I only have 3 days left and am looking for-

ward to career possibilities elsewhere.  Most 
of all I am looking forward to getting my bon-
sai area planned and built, finishing up inside 
remodeling and spending more time with my 
twins and granddaughter.  It should prove to 
be an interesting summer. 

At this monthôs meeting we will have a Japa-
nese Larch phoenix graft workshop.  I will 
prepare the driftwood by attaching them to a 
piece of mortar board and will drill holes in 
them in order to attach to a pot.  I will be 
bringing plastic training pots to put them ini-
tially.  This will keep the cost down for every-
one so that more people may choose to par-
ticipate.  The cost will be $15.00 per person 
and all materials will be provided.  It will be 
first come first served since I only have a 
limited amount of driftwood and pots.  You 
may want to bring your tools though.  Carl will 
be bringing his older Japanese Larch phoe-
nix graft as an example.   Please make an 
effort to attend as it should be a lot of fun. 

Last weekend was Bjorn Bjorholmôs BYOT 
workshop.  It was held at the Garfield Park 
Baptist Church, courtesy of long time IBC 
member Rob Pugh.  It was a 3 hour work-
shop which flew by.  Bjorn definitely didnôt 
disappoint.  He was extremely down to earth 
and the skills and knowledge are almost un-
surpassed for such a young master; heôs 23 
years old.  He was even open to your ideas, 
unlike another young master who used to 
come here. As you probably sensed in the 
last newsletter, I was concerned that no one 
was signing up for the workshop.  At the last 
meeting only 3 signed up.  As it ended up, 
we had a full 10 participants!  Iôm sure that 
youôll hear more feedback at the meeting.  
Thanks to everyone who participated and 
special thanks to Rob Pugh for the use of the 

basement of Garfield Park Baptist Church.  It 
is an awesome facility and we hope to take 
advantage of it more in the future.  Iôll include 
some photos later in this newsletter. 

I was thinking of having a monthly study 
group at my place one Saturday a month.  
Danny Use does this at his place and 
charges people 60 Euros a day which trans-
lates to $75.00 a day.  He did require that 
you pay for any materials that you may need 
and Ingrid kept a running tab of what the 
participants got and all was settled at the end 
of the day.  When I was there last year he 
suggested that I do the same.  Due to a 
much smaller place and time constraints, it 
wasnôt a possibility last year.  Since I moved 
to the larger place Iôd like to take a shot at it.  
Danny suggested that I charge $50.00, but I 
will start out at $30.00.  Let me know what 
you all think and we can begin in April. 

I look forward to seeing you at the next meet-
ing. 
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An awesome cake that a fellow employee made for 

me for my retirement.  It says "Good luck" in Japa-

nese.  Her name is Naomi Miller and she makes spe-

cialty cakes for any occasion.  Her phone number is 

732-690-6730.  



Bonsai By the Month...(contôd from page 1) Although it is important to supply additional water and nutrients for your bonsai 
to grow, be careful and do not overwater, especially the conifers. Elms are another family of trees that do not like excessive 
water. This can happen very quickly if we have a couple days of heavy spring rains. If your soil stays soggy wet you should 
immediately check to see if it is loose and porous and has adequate drainage from the pot. If I see the weather report says 
heavy rain is forecast for the next 3 or 4 days I move my elms to a protected area. 

You can prune and repot your tropical trees now. However, if you wait until the nighttime temperatures stay above 50 degrees 
F you will get a much better response from the tree. Keep in mind that a tropical also goes partially dormant through the win-
ter and really becomes active with the additional daylight and 24 hours of warmth. Repotting and pruning any tree creates 
stress on the tree and if you have a weak tropical it may not survive early pruning or repotting. 

One other item, if you are considering exhibiting any of your bonsai this summer now is the time to select which trees and 
begin the fine detailing needed to complete each masterpiece.  
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A  sampling of trees at Brussels Bonsai, 
Olive Branch, MS. See page  5 for a related 
story. 


