Tree of the Month: American Beech

Beech Fagus sp.

General Information: This massive tr
slowly reach a height and spread of 50
feet. Forest grown trees reach up to 1!
The tree is naturally-bvanched with attrag
glossy green leaves providing deep,
shade. Little grows in the dense shad
Beech tree but if low branches are left
tree no ground cover or grass is needed
fall, the leaves turn bronze but weather t
tan color. Some leaves are held late into the
winter if not blown off by the wind and th#&dtening: Frequently, especially during hot
smooth, silvegyay bark is quite ornamemtahther, to prevent the edges of the leaves fron
The bark looks like elephant skin on oldedsgagi-out. Reduce watering in winter. Appreci:
mens. The four tiny nuts in each spiny buatefghissting. If F. sylvatica is watered especiall
American native are much prized by biregelaii late June to early August, it may have &
various mammals, including man. The wssmbnsl growth spurtt.
almost white and is used most often in toys,
cookware, furniture and for barrels whidfeedjag: Do not feed for the first month after but
beer. The tree is very resistant to decaybumsteiThen feed every two weeks until the enc
water so it was used to make water wheélsummer. increasing feeding for F. sylvatica ir
Colonial times. The wood is also used flataahinearly August encourages the develop-
handles, chairs, cuttings boards, and for makingf a second growth spurt.
charcoal.

Pruning and wiring: Leaf pruning every seconc
The beech genera is a small one, compryssd iof late spring is important to reduce the size
about a dozen species. They have smootlf, thaldarge leaves. It is safer not to defoliate the
gray bark, and ovate leaves which look sibeechaompletely, or in the same year that it ha
those of the hornbeam. The most distinctivecieaepotted. Prune new shoots-frowdés
ture of the beech is its unmistakable toig2rnodes.
shaped buds. These buds are rather tender, and
beech does not produce secondary budBeddd grows slowly, and does not require mucl
ture's way of protecting these buds is fjoruiiieg. However, because beech does not pro
beech to retain its dead leaves throughodticeirsecondary buds, it is important not to allov
ter. For this reasasnd the fact that they metke internodes to become too long. Beech car
for an interesting winter bonda¢ beech'de wired, but wiring saps the vigor of the tree,
dried leaves should not be removed fraandthgehould not be left on longer than three
tree. Many lovely and colorful cultivars oinbeeitis. The bark of the beech is delicate anc
are becoming available and should gain imgeqsiprotection. It is best to do most shapinc

larity in the bonsai world. through pruning. Because of the apical predomi
nance of the plant, prune the top back drasti-
Family: Fagaceae cally, but prune lower branches sparingly. Be-

cause of its large leaves, beech is generally re:
Lighting: Full sun, but s#rade in midsurserved for medium to large size bonsai. Becaus
mer. beech grows so slowly, it is atlemmg project

to grow a specimen beech. This is why young
Temperature: Hardy in zones 3 through 8b¥adesre often used in forest plantings.
- the American beech is the most hardy, the
Japanese white beech the least. All beecli&®pagation: Grafting, seeds sown in autumn (0

benefit from winter protection in their earlyugeacsldreated seeds in spring).
(Continued on page 3)



From The Office of the President -
Mark Fields

Hope everyone enjoyed the little taste of spring we had dasindedkat will be given for exhibition trees. They need m
| certainly did. My winter huts thawed out so | could chedistratedins, exhibition trees and suiseki, volunteers, etc. M
the trees. Looks like everything made it. The azaleas ke loaded for the 2008 MABA convention. They may senc
with flower buds and should be in full bloom for the Apriteprébiiaiative up from the G
at the Indianapolis Museum of Art. Louisville Bonsai Society to sp

our next meeting.
|l 6ve been extremely busy putting toget
school. From thEhe second trip was to Louis
feedback | hawésit a friend who is trying to r
heard, all 5 stis prébonsai stock. We went ¢
dents are learnirigere with no expectations and
a lot. 1 am havingpdeasantly surprised with a hug
blast doing it. léction of really nice trees. He
love sharing my 4&d large tridents in the ground
years of knowledder digging. | drove my van do
] and experienceas limited as to what | could bring
with others. lhack. We will be returning to _bu
should be easienore in March. We will be
next year sincduring the week so let us k
everything will be saved in a file on my computer. Dyom@ragtterested in anything.
Saturdaydés session we all l earned the
a juniper. Next month we will begin working on their tréesnornaill | am driving up to G
be choosing them fr om Br todopkeat dlarge Breentayaof
end in March. Candét wai tborfsa mpotst hight quality ip

from China, from a store that ¢
Got all of my seeds sown ilamidary. Quite an undertakingpe end of last year. | am
with sowing than 10,000 trident maple and 2,000+ Japaoegaintizase the entire inve

ple. Also sowed hundreds of Korean hornbeam, Japaocese t h e m. | O p C
beech, bald cypress, Japanese white pine, and many more.
The other thing | have been busy
Paul and | made a couple of excursions over the past fevitiwisestyling and repotting m;
The first was to the February Greater Cincinnati BonsaiySoeesy It seems to be an e
meeting. There we learned some of the details on thek 22 enjoy being able to i
MABA convention which will be held at the Kings Iskach @ek thoroughly and des
Course facility in late July 2012. More details will be fortropnsisiges that arise. | have
few people offer to assist me
There was alsolaarn as we work. Let me k
presentation  oyou are interested.
the Bonsai in the
Bluegrass conveAs | write this message | am g
tion coming upor ward to Bj mo s

June 167 19, shop coming up on Friday. B E‘“
2011. They am great teacher for any leve&r=
nounced thée earni ng. Wedl |l I et you knc
lineup of artists

and showed up Well there it is, short and sweet. See you at the meeting!

couple of the
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Tree of the Month: American Beech (continued)

Continued from page 1: ease is most common late in the season. Bleeding canker fo

cankers from which a brownish liquid oozes. Crown symptc
Repotting: Spring, before bud burst, @vgear®. F. sylvatigg|ude leaves of smaller size and lighter green color than nor
may be repotted in autumn, taking advantage of its secQRdsgi@féhcases the leaves wilt and the branches die. Avoid fe
spurt- Simon and Schuster's states that more drastic piagingt#®high nitrogen fertilizers as it seems to worsen the co
roots can be done in autumn than spring. tion of infected trees. Beech bark disease occurs when the fe

ing site of woolly Beech scale is invaded by a fungus. The fun
Pests and diseases: Pests: Beech leaf miners, scale, fggkihe®ark and in the process, the insects. There are no sz
tles, and aphids. phid colonies on the lower branches cgygfegydiSmtrols for the fungus. Control the disease by control
lodged with a strong stream of water from the garden hgae s€@®with a horticultural oil. Cankers infect, girdle, and oc
nies are often disposed of by predatory insects. Borersgjgnglyagil branches. Prune out the infected branches. Dut
flatheaded appletree borer ofited chestnut borer bore jéfods of high temperatures and low rainfall Beech may sco

trees weakened by stress. Prevent the insect infestptigs sbiye trees are adequately watered and mulched.
keeping tred

healthy wi
regular fertiliz
tion and irrig
tion in
weather.
lar inspectio
of the trunk a
branches
suggested f
early detecti
of scales. Bee
scale can
devastating
trees in t
northeastern
United Statel
Certain caterpll-
lars can be controlled with sprays of Bacillus thuringiensis
identification allows proper spray recommendations to be

Diseases: Usually none are serious provided soil is no
pacted and is wadhined. Several fungi cause leaf spots bu
generally not serious to warrant chemical control. Powd
dew causes a white coating on the leaves. The disease i
common late in the season. Bleeding canker forms canke
which a brownish liquid oozes. Crown symptoms include |
smaller size and lighter green color than normal. In sever
the leaves wilt and the branches die. Avoid feeding with
trogen fertilizers as it seems to worsen the condition of i
trees. Beech bark disease occurs when the feeding site o
Beech scale is invaded by a fungus. The fungus kills the b
in the process, Diseases: Usually none are serious provi
is not compacted and is-dvalhed. Several fungi cause le
spots but are generally not serious to warrant chemical
Powdery mildew causes a white coating on the leaves. The dIS-
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Bjorn Bjorholm
Workshop
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